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Introducing the Course

1. 79 W& 2 =31 (Course Objectives)

1. Yotx¥ek(diaspora) ] 73} Su)E olsfd 5 k.
Students will be able to understand the concept and meaning of 'diaspora'.
2. @ 9Ab oA toxzebe] Al GG, 1 WA EFYS AT & ok,

Students can explore the cases of diaspora in Korean history, and explain its

universality or/and specificity.

3. Tlobaxe} Sl 7lukow, @) ol AlalAlvke] ApARAlsh 1 shawete mae
T Ak
Based on studies of diaspora, students may seek solution for discrimination

1ssues on migrated society and groups in contemporary times.

2. 7& 9 (Course Plan)

Fak | A 4 el vop el
Week Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions
R 2413
Session Session Title

o] F&} A Y

Migration and International Adoptions
aateleld gl Aa & dobsat WAl

2 The Beginning of Overseas Adoption in Korea: Mixed—Blood Children and

the Cold War
otE=A ujsle] s1%: 7]ofe) nER

3 The Shadow of Heavy Modernization: Abandoned Children and Single
Mothers
234 BAYY FEA G4

4

The Formation of a Transnational Korean Adoption Community
A% Y7 B

Returned Adoptees and Korean Society
EQsgageFo R FAYF

International Adoption as Transnationalism
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WEEK 10 Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions

SISO Migration and International Adoptions

Week 10: Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions.

This week, we are studying diaspora who are international adoptees. First, we
will look at migration and international adoptions, and then look at the beginning
of overseas adoption in Korea under the topics of mixed—race children and the
Cold War. Next, we will look at the issues of orphans and single mothers and
talk about the formation of a transnational community of Korean adoptees, and
about return adoptees and how Korean society is dealing with them. In the last

session, we will finish by talking about international adoption as transnationalism.

Migration and International Adoptions.

The learning goals for this session. By grasping the specificity of international
adoption for migrants, you will explain the concept of international adoption and
understand the importance of Korea in the history of global international

adoptions.

What image comes to mind when you think of international adoption? You'll
probably think about this kind of image of a white couple adopting an Asian or
black child. It has largely been reproduced as a progressive act of forming a
family across races and borders, and a good act of providing families to children
in difficult situations in the world. In today’s last lecture on “Diaspora in Korea,”
we will cover the history of Korean overseas adoption and the formation of a
transnational Korean adoptee community through these six sessions. This will
also give you the opportunity to rethink your image of overseas adoptions. Try
reading papers on international adoption and think about the characteristics of

international adoption.

This is a preliminary quiz. Read the following sentence and choose between
O and X. International adoption has been made from non—Western countries to
Western countries only. The answer is X. So let’s talk a little bit more about

international adoption.

Amid the neoliberal globalization trend, the number of migrants moving from
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non—Western countries to Western has increased and the number of refugees
in conflict areas has expanded significantly over the past two decades. Despite
this expansion, migration studies have rarely dealt with international adoption.
Seeing this phenomenon, the demographer Richard Weil compared international
adoption to quiet immigration. The reason why international adoption was not
considered a subject of migration research is that international adoption is a

very unique form of migration.

First of all, in most migrations it is common for adults to move alone or on a
family basis. On the other hand, international adoption is characterized by
children, especially infants, moving alone. In addition, in the case of international
adoption, it is characterized by a legal parent—child relationship with the foster
parents, who are citizens of the settlement country, immediately after the
immigrant adoptee becomes a migrant. Through this legal adoption, immigrant
children can acquire citizenship in a very short period of time without difficulty.
In other words, it has the characteristic of being incorporated into the
mainstream society of the settlement country, not living as a group of migrants
like other migrants do. For this reason, as we saw in the previous picture,
international adoption was understood as a way of forming a family rather than
being recognized as migration, and for the same reason, research on migration

did not pay much attention to it.

However, as a very clear example, there have been several recent cases in
the United States where Korean adoptees who have become adults have been
deported to Korea because their adoptive parents have not gone through the
process of acquiring U.S. citizenship for the adopted child. Just looking at these
cases, it can be seen that international adoption is a form of migration under
the immigration laws and national laws of countries that send the children and
the countries that receive the children, and it is difficult to see it merely as

quiet immigration.

So international adoption has a relatively short history of less than a hundred
years compared to other forms of migration. After World War II, adoption
between countries began in earnest. In particular, international adoption began
when Americans adopted European children who had lost their parents amid the

ruins and chaos of the war. Until the 1940s and 50s, many Greek, German,

24




KOREA
N IVERSTY

A9l clop el

Center for Korean History Diaspora in Korean History

Italian, and Polish children were adopted to the United States. Since then,
adoption countries have expanded to Asia, South America, Eastern Europe, and
Africa, and countries that are recipient for adoption have expanded not only to
the United States but also to other western regions such as Europe, Australia,
and Canada. International adoption has decreased significantly since the 2000s.
Nevertheless, it is estimated that from the mid—20th century to today, about 1
million children have been internationally adopted. This is a picture of a Greek
child who was adopted to San Diego in the United States in the 1950s.

In international adoption, Korea has a very central position as a country that
sends out children. This is because cross—ethnic adoption, in which non—white
children are adopted into white families, began in earnest in Korea. Korea has
officially become a country that sends out adoptees since the first overseas
adoption began in 1953. As one country that sent out children for adoption for
70 vyears, it has the longest history and the largest number of children being
adopted overseas. The table you see now shows the number of children
adopted overseas from Korea by adoption country. About 200,000 Korean
children have been adopted to more than 10 Western countries, and

international adoption has become a global phenomenon thanks to Korea.
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WEEK 10 Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions

The Beginning of Overseas Adoption in Korea: Mixed—Blood Children
and the Cold War

SESSION 2

The Beginning of Overseas Adoption in Korea: Mixed—Blood Children and the
Cold War

Through this session, you will explain the beginning of overseas adoption in
Korea in connection with the international situation of the Cold War. In addition,
the reason why mixed—race children were perceived as a political problem in
both Korea and the United States can be analyzed and compared in relation to

the formation of a new national identity of the two countries

How did overseas adoption begin in Korea? The background of the beginning
of overseas adoption in Korea 1is closely related to the emergence of
mixed—race children, as you can see in the picture here. And the historical
background of these mixed—race children in Korea was the Cold War. In 1945,
when Japan lost World War II, the Korean Peninsula escaped colonial rule, but
due to its geopolitical importance, it was divided into South and North Korea
along the 38th parallel by the Soviet Union and the United States. The U.S.
Military Government took the South, at the same time, as the U.S. military
entered the Korean Peninsula, mixed—race children started to be born between
U.S. men and Korean women. The Korean War was the reason why the number
of mixed—race children increased significantly in Korea. Large U.N. forces
participated in the Korean War and many mixed—race children were born as a

result of sexual violence committed in wartime chaos.

But not all mixed—race children were born only as a result of sexual violence.
The Yi Siingman(Syng—man Rhee) administration, the first South Korean
government at the time, officially acknowledged sex trafficking by ordering the
establishment of brothels for U.N. troops during the war. After the 1953
Armistice Agreement, the U.S. military presence in Korea became
semi—permanent, and base villages were formed around the U.S. military base
to provide prostitution and various services to the U.S. military. The picture you
see here is a picture of a woman working in a base village and a U.S. soldier.
It is estimated that there were about 18 base villages in Korea in the 1950s

and 60,000 women made a living through prostitution.
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The table you see now is a reconstruction of statistical data that the Korean
government collected about the status of mixed—race children across the
country since 1954. You need to understand how these statistics were
aggregated. Since at that time it was difficult to visit each area under the
jurisdiction of local low—level officials and asking for or counting mixed—race
children, this hardly corresponds to the actual number of mixed—race children.
The actual number of mixed—race children is estimated to be much higher.
However, it is important data in that shows the nationwide distribution of
mixed—race children. As you can see, it 1s confirmed that mixed—race children
resided here in Seoul, Kydnggi and Kyongnam because U.S. military bases and

base villages were located in this area.

And one important thing to point out here is that many mixed—race children
were born in base villages, but that doesn’t mean that all mixed—race children
are considered the result of sex trafficking. As you can see in the table now,
mixed—race children were born even in areas where there was no base village.
Please read the following two papers and think about why mixed—race children

were perceived as ‘problematic’ in Korea and the United States.

Read the following sentence and choose between O and X. The strong
appearance of mixed—race children in Korea is related to the Cold War. The
answer is O. Let's look at the relationship between the emergence of

mixed—race children and the Cold War.

At that time, the life of mixed—race children was very difficult. In most cases,
the U.S. soldiers, the father of mixed—race children, did not recognize them as
their own children and returned home after a very short period of service in
Korea. There were cases where they were abandoned by their mothers, and
they grew up in facilities such as orphanages. Even if the mother or her family
raised the child, mixed—race children suffered severe discrimination and
exclusion from the community, as can be seen in terms such as “half—breed,”
which was very common at the time, so mixed—race children were recognized

as an important social problem.

However, as shown in the previous table, the Korean government tried to

determine the number and location of mixed—race children every year since

27




| B g Ake] tjol e}

Center for Korean History Diaspora in Korean History

1954 despite the postwar turmoil. This is because the Korean government
recognized mixed—race children not only as a social welfare problem, but also as
a political problem. In order to understand why mixed—race children were
considered a political issue, it is necessary to briefly understand the political
situation on the Korean Peninsula at that time. As mentioned earlier, the Korean
Peninsula was divided into South and North after liberation. Koreans failed to
establish a unified government, but in 1948, the Republic of Korea was
established in the South with Rhee Syng—man as the first president, and the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was established in the North.

The Yi Stngman administration wanted to emphasize that the legitimacy of
the regime on the Korean Peninsula lay in South Korea. Internally, he tried to
strongly unite the people of South Korea to build a new nation. To this end, Yi
Stingman’s regime emphasized that Koreans share the same bloodline, in other
words, it defined the Korean people as members of the same ethnic family
who share paternal lineage. They used this as a major governing ideology. This
was Ilmin(—E)ism, or One People Principle, but also One Policy. If you want to
understand a little more about the background and history of the emergence of
racist and patriarchal democracy on the Korean Peninsula, I recommend looking
at additional literature. In the case of mixed—race children, their appearance was
not only heterogeneous. Since the father was not Korean, they were considered
a threat to the identity of a pure blood state pursued by the Yi Singman
administration. Also, as mentioned earlier, there was a widespread perception
that mothers of mixed—race children were all prostitutes. This perception made

mixed—race children more problematic.

At that time, the Korean government wanted to emphasize and promote the
country’s decolonization and self—reliance, but the reality was that it relied
heavily on the U.S. in all areas — military, political, economic, and education.
This power relationship between Korea and the United States was reproduced
by Korean women as subordinate to American men. For this reason, mixed—race
children were considered a political issue that could undermine the legitimacy of
the South Korean regime by their existence alone. Therefore, Yi Siingman’s
administration recognized this problem very seriously from the beginning of the
emergence of mixed—race children and actively intervened to solve it.

Meanwhile, in the United States, the growing number of mixed—race children
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in Korea was recognized as an important political issue. There was also the
Cold War in this background. The United States emerged as a world
superpower through World War II. They were breaking away from the previous
isolationism and establishing a new national identity. Especially at a time when
the world order under the Cold War was being reorganized into the East and
West. To win the race with the Soviet Union, it was considered a very
important task to bring the new Asian countries, which were building new
states out of colonial rule, into the free democratic camp. To that end, the
United States wanted to redefine itself as a non—imperialistic, benevolent world
power that was different from European imperialism. But as we saw earlier, the
situation where mixed—race children were born and abandoned in Asian
countries by U.S. soldiers was a threat to America’s new national identity. A
mixed—race child was a representation of the situation in which the United
States interfered with other countries by force, that is, imperialism. Americans
were greatly concerned that the extremely miserable lives of mixed—race
children in Korea were used politically by communist countries, and considered

solving the problem of mixed—race children as an important political task.

While the Yi Stingman administration was trying to figure out many ways to
solve the problem of mixed—race children they learned that immigration to the
United States was possible in the case where a mixed—race Korean child was
adopted by a U.S. citizen under the U.S. Refugee Act Knowing that they
actively started to pursue this solution. Thus, in 1954, Korea’s first overseas
adoption agency, the Korea Care Association, was established with the support
of the Korean government. In particular, the reason why overseas adoption in
Korea increased significantly in number in the 1950s was largely due to the
influence of the American Harry Holt. Harry Holt, a devout Christian who ran a
farm in Oregon, was surprised to see a video of Korean mixed—race children by
chance and visited Korea and adopted eight mixed—race children. This is a
picture of Mr. and Mrs. Holt arriving in the United States with eight adopted
children. As you can see, Mr. Holt’'s adoption was very popular in the U.S.
media, and because of this influence, many Americans, especially Christians,
wanted to adopt Korean mixed—race children, and Mr. Holt came to Korea in
1956 and founded Mr. Holt Children.

At that time, many U.S. private aid organizations came into Korea for postwar
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restoration projects and were active in the social welfare and medical fields.
Together with the Korean government and the new adoption agencies, they
actively engaged in adopting as many mixed—race children to American families
before the end of the U.S. refugee law. They visited base villages and
orphanages across the country and found mixed—race children, linked them up
with adoptive parents, did the paperwork necessary for adoption and immigration
procedures, and were in charge of everything. In addition to actively supporting
the activities of private organizations in the United States, there were cases
where individual Americans sent letters to the Korean government wanting to
adopt mixed—race children, and the picture you see here is a letter written by
an American. By answering directly and finding the right -children, they

encouraged many mixed—race children to go to the United States.
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WEEK 10 Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions

The Shadow of Heavy Modernization: Abandoned Children and
Single Mothers

SESSION 3

The Shadow of Heavy Modernization: Abandonded Children and Single Mothers
At the end of this session, you will explain the continuation of overseas
adoption and changes in target children in Korea in relation to Korea’s patriarchal
modernization, and talk about the continuation and expansion of Korean adoption

after the postwar period.

Overseas adoption, which focused on mixed—race children in the 1950s,
greatly reduced the number of mixed—race children available for adoption in the
mid—60s. However, Korea’s overseas adoption does not stop at this time. It
continues to this day. The graph you see is a graph of the number of children
adopted overseas every year from Korea. And you can see that in the early and
mid—60s, there was a little bit of stagnation in foreign adoptions and then in
the late ‘60s, and then in the ‘70s, it continued to increase, but in the late
“70s, it decreased slightly, and in the ‘80s, it increased significantly again. In the
1980s, 65,000 children, the largest number in history, were adopted overseas.
So many children were adopted overseas at that time. One out of every 100
children born in Korea were adopted overseas. This was more than 10 times
higher than other child sending country. Because of this, Korea was stigmatized
as a child exporter. Although adoption decreased in the 1990s, more than 2,000
children were still adopted overseas every year. Over the past 10 years, the
number has decreased further, and about 200 to 300 children are now adopted

overseas every year.

In this session, we would like to examine why overseas adoption which was
related to intensive development, continued in Korea after the postwar recovery
period. Read the following two articles and think about how the children subject
to overseas adoption have changed in Korea and how this has to do with

modernization in Korea.
Read the following sentence and choose between O and X. In Korea, with

economic growth, overseas adoptions have decreased. The answer is X. So let’s

look at the foreign adoption that continued in the shadow of economic growth.
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The reason why overseas adoption was able to continue in Korea is because
the children subjected to adoption changed. This table shows the background of
the adoption of children who were adopted overseas every 10 years from the
1960s to 2000. First of all, I want to focus on the 1960s. Most of the children
adopted at this time were abandoned children. The important social background
of overseas adoption in Korea in the 1960s was the problem of abandoned
children. When these children became the target of overseas adoption, Korean
overseas adoption was no longer centered on mixed—race children, but on
non—mixed children. The table you see on this screen summarizes the number
of abandoned children in the country every year between 1960 and 1969. At
this time, an average of 6,600 children were found every year in Korea, about
20 children every day, at train stations, on the roadside, and in markets. This

figure did not decline significantly in the late 60s.

Child abandonment is a very complicated social problem, and it is difficult to
clearly identify the cause, but some of it can be inferred through statistical
data. During this period, most cases of abandoned children occurred in large
cities such as Seoul and Pusan, indicating a close connection between the child
abandonment problem and Korea's rapid urbanization. Since the late 1950s,
urban and rural migration has increased rapidly in Korea. This is because the
introduction of surplus agricultural products from the U.S. and the rural economy
becoming very impoverished due to high—interest bonds. Although
industrialization was promoted under the Park Chonghtii administration in the
1960s, stable jobs were very limited compared to the rapidly increasing urban
population. Under the low—wage policy, the situation of workers was very
unstable, so huge slums were formed in the Han River area as you can see in

the picture.

In addition, in order to understand the abandoned children problem, it is
necessary to briefly understand the social welfare policy during the Park
Chonghtii administration. On the surface, he announced the construction of a
welfare state, but if you look at the actual policy, he was putting the
responsibility of all welfare on the family. In fact, the government did not
consider individuals in very serious crises or financially difficult situations to be
subject to public assistance if they had adults in their families, especially

working adults. In other words, if a child had parents or grandparents, it was
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virtually impossible to receive support from the government or private welfare
organizations at the time. So when poor families in the city met the crisis, they
abandoned the children as a survival strategy. And at that time, under the
leadership of social entrepreneurs who were greatly influenced by the discourse
on child welfare in the West, based on the child—centered principle that children
need families, children subject to overseas adoption changed from mixed—race
children to abandoned children in the late 1960s.

In the 1970s, children subject to overseas adoption changed dramatically once
again. If you look at the table, in the 1970s, the children of single mothers and
unmarried women were adopted overseas, and since the 1980s, more than 90%
of children adopted overseas were born to unmarried women. In other words, in
order to understand the background of continuous overseas adoption in Korea
even after the rapid development of the Korean economy, we need to look at
single mothers. These two images are from newspapers from 1973 and 1974.
At that time, articles frequently appeared in the media showing concerns about

the increase in unmarried mothers in the early 70s.

It was in the 70s that single mothers became visible in Korean society, and
the direct social background was industrialization. As I mentioned briefly earlier,
the Park Chonghtii administration rapidly promoted economic development after
taking power in 1961 through a coup. In particular, while promoting
export—oriented industrialization, labor—intensive industries such as textiles,
clothing, and food were promoted, and for this reason, a large number of
women were put into the labor market. In 1963, there were 180,000 female
workers in Korea, and in only 20 years they increased more than seven times
to more than 1.4 million. In the mid—1970s, more than half of the industrial
workforce was female workers. Female workers were mostly young unmarried
women between the ages of 15 and 25. The reason is that most of the
children in rural or poor families had limited educational opportunities, and in the
case of daughters, they went to cities such as Seoul, Inch’én, and Taegu
immediately after completing compulsory elementary education, and worked as
workers in factories and services to support their families. As the number of
unmarried women who worked in cities separated from their families at such a
young age increased, the existence of single mothers was first discovered by

social workers in the early 1970s. As this problem became widely known In
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Korean society, it began to be acknowledged as a social problem.

At that time, the pregnancy of unmarried women was a big problem because
Korean society maintained a solid patriarchal order even in the process of
modernization. In other words, sex for women was only allowed after marriage.
Therefore, sexual desire, sex life, pregnancy, and childbirth of unmarried women
were not socially acceptable because sex was only understood from a limited
perspective of reproducing the husband’s bloodline. Therefore, when a single
woman was pregnant, she was often excluded from her closest family because
it brought great shame to her relatives. In addition, public livelihood support or
childcare support for single women to raise their children was almost absent.
Under these conditions, it was almost physically impossible for unmarried
women to work alone and raise children. Even if women endured these
difficulties and raised their children, as they grew up the children of unmarried
women were exposed to various institutional and social discrimination because
they did not have a father. Since then, single mothers have existed not only in
the working class but also in different ages and classes in the 1980s and 90s.
Amid the continued social, physical, and institutional exclusion, it is estimated
that more than 70% of single mothers in Korea have given up on raising their

children

But there’s one thing that I want to point out very importantly. Overseas
adoption could not be established just because there were abandoned children
and children of single mothers in Korean society and they became a social
problem. This is because overseas adoption could only be achieved if there
were foreign families who wanted these children. This is the graph of overseas
adoption in Korea that we saw earlier. The period of rapid increase in overseas
adoption in Korea was in the late 1960s. The reason for the rapid increase in
adoptions during this period is that not only the United States, which adopted
mixed—race children right after the Korean War, but also 10 European countries
began to adopt Korean children almost simultaneously. In other words, in order
to understand the continuation and expansion of overseas adoption in Korea, it
1s necessary to understand not only the domestic situation in Korea at the time

but also the economic and social situation in the adoptee countries.

At that time, France, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Denmark started adopting
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Korea. These countries experienced a common social phenomenon in the 1960s,
which means that the number of children in need of new homes in their
countries had decreased significantly. After the restoration before and after
World War II, welfare states expanded in Western Europe and Northern Europe,
and support for poor families increased significantly. In addition, there were
policies of support to help single mothers raise their children. Until the early
20th century, single mothers were the subject of social stigma in the West.
However, through the mid—20th century, women’s rights improved and various
social welfare systems that could help single mothers raise children were
established, allowing many women to choose to raise their own children. As a
result, in these Western countries, the number of children eligible for adoption
was greatly reduced. But at the same time, the number of people trying to
adopt in those countries had increased. This is because, although the number of
infertile couples increased, being a parent for the white middle class in the
West at that time was not just about reproduction, but also directly related to
individual achievement and social status. Thus, many middle—class Western
couples who were unable to adopt children in their own countries found
adoptable children overseas, and Korea became an important overseas adoption

sender.
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WEEK 10 Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions

SIOSNIONA  The Formation of a Transnational Korean Adoption Community

The Formation of a Transnational Korean Adoption Community.

Through this class, you will be able to compare and explain the theories of
assimilation and transnationalism in migration research, and you will analyze the
life of Korean adopters and the significance of forming a transnational

community with these theories.

So far, we've looked at the historical development of overseas adoption in
Korea. In this session, I would like to look at what Korean adoptees have
experienced in the settlement country and how they formed a Korean adoptee
community. Before we look at this, did you find that the topic of today’s
lecture, the International Adopted Korean Diaspora, a little different from the
topic of other courses? Up until now, the “Diaspora in Korean History  course
has covered Koreans in Japan, Koryoin, Koreans in America, and Koreans in
Germany. In this case, however, it can be seen that the Korean diaspora group
was defined based on the country or region in which they all settled. However,
in the case of adoptees, it is not only defined by individual countries such as
the U.S., Sweden, and France, but also covers more than 10 resettlement
countries that accept international adoptees. This is a collective identity created
by adoptees themselves, and they formed a community around the fact that
they were born in Korea and experienced the unique form of migration and
growth of international adoption, rather than the fact that they were adopted to
a specific country. In this session, you will understand a little bit about how
adoptees formed these communities through the concept of transnationalism.
Read these two articles and define the concept of transnationalism. Think about
what you can relate to these articles regarding the process of forming a

community of Korean adopters.

This is the preliminary quiz for this session. Read the following sentence and
choose between O and X. Transnationalism believes that the reason why
migrants continue to have relationships with their countries of birth is because

they have not properly adapted. The answer is X. Let’s start learning now.
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Transnationalism can also be translated as “super—nationalism.” To understand
transnationalism, we need to first look at the theory of assimilation, which was
previously a concept used for analyzing the lives of migrants. In addition,
assimilation theory generally explains that when migrants arrive at a settlement
country, their proficiency in the language of the settlement country is poor and
they stay in the lower classes in a situation where they lack the necessary
education or skills. So in order to get the capital that’s needed at this time, the
migrants tend to stay with people from the same region. But over time, the
immigrants build up the language, technology, and connections of the
settlement. In this process, assimilation theory says, they naturally break off
relations with the country of birth. Through this assimilation process, they argue
that migrants experience a rise in class and can be naturally incorporated into
the mainstream society of the settlement country. The biggest feature of
assimilation theory is that it believes country of origin negatively affects the
settlement in the new country. In other words, they define the identity of the
migrants as a zero—sum game in which they have to choose between the
country of birth and the country of settlement, and this theory defines success
of settlement as choosing the latter. In the 1970s and &0s, this theory of

assimilation was the mainstream way of understanding immigrants.

But in the 1990s, transnationalism emerged as a concept that understands
the lives of migrants in a new way. The background of the development of this
concept was globalization, which accelerated the exchange of people, goods,
and information as transportation and the Internet developed rapidly. At that
time, more anthropologists started studying the lives of migrants. They figured
out that the conventional assimilation theory was far removed from the lives of
real migrants, and they theorized transnationalism. Transnationalism is
characterized by a focus on the behavior of non—governmental organizations and
individuals. In this way, it is argued that the life of migrants is not confined to
the framework of a nation—state, either a settlement or a country of birth, as
assimilation theory says, but that many migrants live in transnational territory
that encompasses the country of origin. In other words, many migrants are very
active 1n political and economic activities in the settlement country, while
continuing to communicate with relatives in the country of birth, and beyond
that, they actively participate in political and social problems in the country of

birth. Transnationalism is the continuous exchange and relationship that takes
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place from below and beyond the boundaries of the nation—state. The important
thing here is that transnationalism sees it as very violent to keep migrants in
the framework of just one nation—national state. They claim that it is possible

for them to belong to both settlement and birth countries.

How can we understand the life of adoptees through the assimilation and
transnationalism theories that we've just looked at? There’'s one thing I need to
point out here. It is the diversity of life lived as an overseas adopter. As you
have seen in my lectures so far, it is estimated that there are about 200,000
Korean adoptees. They have been adopted into families from different
backgrounds in more than 10 countries over a period of nearly 70 years. In
other words, not all adoptees have the same growth experience. It's based on
this diversity. If you look at the adoptees’ lives on the basis of diversity, there
are some important experiences in common. Among them, I would like to
examine two experiences by linking them to the formation of an adoptee

community.

The first is the racism that Korean adoptees experienced in Western countries
experienced as people of color. Thomas Ring, a Korean adoptee who was
adopted to Denmark in the 1970s, explains his experience of racism at the
airport in Copenhagen as follows. “Whenever I go to the airport, I feel racism.
Immigration inspector asked me why you are here and I answered that I am a
citizen.” Many Korean adoptees say that as they grew up, they experienced
frequent racism in public spaces such as schools, streets, and workplaces. This
experience does not seem to be much different from the discrimination
experienced by other non—white immigrants. But in the case of adoptees, they
experience a special kind of racism because they are adopted internationally. At
the beginning of the lecture, we said that international adoption tends not to be
recognized as International migration because children migrate and are
immediately adopted by citizens of the settlement country. Because of that, in
many cases, white adoptive parents raised Asian adoptees as if they were
white children, not non—white children. But this very unique growth experience
made it difficult for adoptees to understand the difference in skin color and the
resulting discrimination and also to express it to their adoptive parents. In other
words, unlike other immigrant children, adoptees experienced racism in a very

special place where even if they experienced racism they had no family or

38




2 120 ul SRAIIR A
Korea University
Center for Korean History

friends to share it and no way to understand.

At the same time, many Korean adoptees say that they wanted to learn
about the culture of Korea, their country of birth, and the birth parents who
gave birth to them, but grew up knowing little about it. This is very closely
related to the assimilation theory we talked about earlier. This is because there
was a strong social atmosphere at the time that it was important to completely
cut off relations with Korea in order to integrate adopted children into society.
Because of this, many adoptees say they have grown up in an atmosphere
where they could not freely express their curiosity or feelings about Korea. Due
to time constraints, [ gave a somewhat schematic explanation of the adoptees’
experience. Korean adoptees often express their experiences through media
such as novels, poems, paintings, and movies. If you are interested, I

recommend that you look for the works in the references.

Since the late 1980s, when the number of Korean adoptees who became
adults increased in earnest, self—help groups of Korean adoptees have appeared.
Let’s connect this process with transnationalism. The world’s first adoptee
organization appeared in Sweden. According to its founder, Mattias Tjeder, when
he turned 17 he wanted to know Korea, so he took a Korean language course
provided by Swedish Korean immigrants. In that lecture, he met four or five
Korean adoptees. This was Matthias’ first experience interacting with other
Korean adoptees. He created the Korean Adoptees Association with them in
1986. Through word of mouth, many Korean adoptees living in Sweden signed
up. Around the same time, many Korean adoptees’ self—help groups were
formed in other European countries, especially in Switzerland, where a Korean
pastor dispatched from Korea was deeply involved in the establishment of the
group. This is because in the early 1990s Korean civil society judged that, for
the democratization and globalization of Korea, it was very important to connect
with Koreans scattered around the world, and in this process, adoptees were

found to be important Koreans.

Switzerland’s adoptee self—help organization later held the first international
conference for Korean adoptees in Europe in 1995 based on a very close
connection with Korean civil society organizations. This picture is the conference

pamphlet. Through this event, adoptees scattered in various European countries
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gathered in one place and met each other for the first time. In the United
States, various self—help groups were formed in each region during this period.
These are the logos of adoptee self—help groups formed in each country and
region. These groups played a very important role in shaping the identity and
sense of community of Korean adoptees. Through these organizations, adoptees
found that other adoptees were universally experiencing the aforementioned
racial discrimination and questions about their biological families, and there had
never been room to express them. It goes a little further from here. They
understood that there was international adoption at the root of this particular
experience. Through this, adoptees more actively defined themselves as “Korean

adoptees.”

In particular, the spread of the Internet and the universalization of overseas
travel in the 1990s were the important background of Korean adoptees’
transnational identity across borders. And as the adoptee organizations in each
region set up websites, a lot of adoptees joined the organization. In addition,
there was an e—mail list that gathered adoption organizations in each region and
connects Korean adopters around the world. Through this, news and information
of foreign Korean adoptees around the world were shared in real time. This
created a “transnational Korean adoptee community’ across the border. In 1999,
the world’s first Korean adoptees meeting was held in Washington, U.S. It was
an event that actualized the sense of community that was formed online. The
International Korean Adoptee Associations (IKAA), a coalition that unites
individual self—help groups, was formed in 2004. And the organization holds an
event for Korean adopters around the world every three years in Seoul. Most
recently, there was an event in 2019, and about 700 overseas adoptees

gathered in Seoul.
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WEEK 10 Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions

SISO Returned Adoptees and Korean Society

Returned Adoptees and Korean Society.

At the end of this class, you will understand that the process of Korean
adoptees being recognized as an important Korean diaspora is related to the
globalization strategy of the Korean government, and we will talk about its
limitations. Transnationalism can be applied to analyze the social transformation

of the activities of return adoptees in Korea.

As explained in the previous lecture, children subject to overseas adoption
were 1n the most marginalized position during the patriarchal process of
modernization of Korean society. Then, was the existence of Korean adoptees in
Korean society completely forgotten? That's not true. The lives of overseas
adopters and adoptees have been constantly mentioned in the mass media. The
1991 popular film “Susanne Brink’s Arirang” is a case in point, as it epitomizes
how adoptees were reproduced in Korea. The Korean media reproduced Korean
adoptees as victims and passive beings who were hurt by separation and
migration, as shown in this movie. Also, they understood the life of the
adoptees by limiting it to private areas such as relationship with adoptive
parents or reunion with biological parents. In the previous session, we looked at
the establishment and activation of a self—help group for Korean adoptees in the
90s. At the same time, the number of adoptees returning to Korea had
increased significantly. In this session, we will take a look at what kind of
relationship Korean adoptees have actually formed with Korean society, in
relation to the image of adoptees in media. Before this class, read these two
papers and think about the transnationalism that we talked about earlier in

relation to adoptees’ activities in Korea.

Before this class, read the following sentences and think if they are correct.
The return of Korean adoptees and their activities in Korea can be understood
as a matter of exclusively personal nature to find their own blood ties and

roots. The answer is X. So let’s look a little bit more into return adoptees.

To understand how the return adoptees formed relationships with the Korean
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government and what activities they did in Korea, we first need to understand
what policies and positions the Korean government has taken on international
adoption in the last more than half a century. In the 1950s, when the Korean
government promoted the policy of sending mixed—race children abroad, it gave
its own legitimacy to overseas adoptions as an act to send children to a more
powerful country, the U.S., based on paternalistic thinking. But as we go into
the 1960s, adoptees were no longer mixed—race children, but non—mixed—race
children. And as Korean children were adopted to various countries, this
argument lost its power. Instead, they thought that overseas adoption should
have been hidden. The reason why they saw them as something to hide was
because, there was a perception that the government of the country that was
sending children for adoption did not properly protect its children. In other
words, the perception that the sending country was incompetent especially for
the Korean government, which was building a modern state under the division
system was considered a matter of not only shame but also shaking the
legitimacy of the government itself. This graph you saw earlier shows the
adoption figures in Korea. Here, the number of overseas adoptions in Korea
dropped twice, one in the late 1970s and the other in the late 1980s.

The first decline in overseas adoption came in the early 1970s when the
North Korean regime publicly criticized the South’s expansion of adoption. In the
early 1970s, the Cold War polarization was eased worldwide, but in the case of
the Korean Peninsula, the inter—Korean relationship became strained as both
governments used it to strengthen their power base immediately after the July
4 South—North Joint Statement in 1972. Against this backdrop, the North Korean
government actively criticized the South Korean government for sending children
for adoption in foreign countries, which it considers a disgrace. The second
reason for the decline was the 88 Seoul Olympics. At that time, the
government wanted to promote its image as an emerging developing country
through the Olympics instead of the image of Korea as a backward country
suffering from the evils of war. However, progressive Western media reported
that Korea continued to expand its overseas adoptions despite its rapid

economic growth, and they accused Korea of being a child exporter.

In response to this criticism, the government came up with a policy to reduce

overseas adoption. Both policies in the late 1970s and late 1980s were the
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same, which was to expand domestic adoption instead of reducing overseas
adoption. There were a lot of problems with this government policy. The most
fundamental problem was that the government’s measures were not to redefine
the nation’s social welfare system in order to protect and support the single
mothers or children and improve awareness of single mothers. It was a
post—hoc attempt to solve the problem through domestic adoption rather than
overseas adoption for children who had already been separated. In other words,
the policy to reduce overseas adoption continued to fail in the situation where
the conditions of separation of the children were not changed, and the number

of children in need continued to occur. Overseas adoptions continue to this day.

In the 1990s, the number of adoptees visiting Korea increased significantly
with the formation of self—help groups. However, at that time, Korean society
did not expect adoptees to return in such a large number. Because of this,
there was no organization or service in Korea to support adoptees professionally.
But at this time, the Korean government rediscovered Korean adoptees. The
background was neoliberal globalization. At that time, the Kim Yodngsam
administration adopted globalization as a central strategy for national
development, and the next administration, the Kim Daejung government, wanted
to attract more than 5 million overseas Koreans scattered around the world, and
in the process, 200,000 Korean adopters were re—evaluated. Let me tell you
what this is about. Until this moment, the Korean government had recognized
that overseas adoption was shameful and needed to be hidden. After their
return, adult adoptees were no longer orphans, abandoned children, or children
of single mothers, but they had been adopted by middle—class Western families
and raised with higher education, and recognized as very capable Korean talents.
Therefore, the Korean government provided various kinds of support such as
giving them the possibility to visit the home country and granting them
long—term stay in Korea to recruit them as Korean diaspora. It was a very
important and big change for Korean adoptees to be recognized like this by the

Korean government.

However, the Korean government’s policy had the limitation of supporting
adoptees for the government’s purpose of globalization, not providing the
services they need from the adoptees’ point of view. For this reason, from the

beginning of their return, adoptees felt the need to understand their difficulties
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in Korea and establish self—help organizations to provide appropriate services. As
a result, in 1998, the Overseas Adoptees’ Solidarity (GOA’L,) was established in
Seoul. Earlier, I said that adoptees were granted long—term residence status in
Korea, but they had been considered foreigners when they first entered Korea
in the 1990s. Because of this, they had to go abroad every two years to renew
their visa. To solve this problem, organizations such as GOA’L and individual
adoptees have continuously informed the Korean National Assembly and the
public of the issue. As a result, Korean adoptees are now included in the
Overseas Koreans Act enacted in 1999, and they are eligible for long—term stay.
This picture you see here is the organization’s website. It actively provides
services such as finding one’s biological family, psychological counseling, and
Korean classes, which are considered the most necessary services for adoptees
in Korea. Through this, Korean adoptees are trying to create their own space in
Korea. Along with these self—help groups, there are also returning adoptee
groups that engage in political activities to change the structure of overseas
adoption. Although they are a minority, we need to pay attention to their
activities in terms of actively intervening in Korean society and making efforts to

transform it.

Among the various adoptees’ political activities, returning adoptees were
particularly interested in the issue of single mothers. They saw that there was
prejudice against single mothers and lack of support for single—parent families in
the background of Korean society’s remarkable economic development and
continued overseas adoption, and launched a social movement to support them.
As mentioned earlier, they understood that the Korean government did not
continue to pursue the principle of protecting cost families and made efforts to
change this situation. By meeting single mothers in person and sharing their
experiences as adoptees, they not only helped single mothers make decisions
about children with more information, but also strived to improve their
awareness of single mothers through various campaigns and academic

conferences.

Also, more than a few of the return adoptees have worked very hard to find
their biological parents. Adoption documents emerged as an important issue in
this process. When adoptees visited adoption institutions or childcare facilities to

look at documents, in many cases, they had restricted access to the entire
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adoption document due to personal information leakage. Also, many problems
were found in some published documents. Despite the fact that information
about the biological parents actually existed in the institution, it was omitted in
the documents. There were many cases where personal information such as the
date of birth or name was written incorrectly on the document. Not only did
these problems make it difficult for adoptees to find their biological parents, but
they also caused great confusion in their personal identity. So adoptees define
access to adoption documents as the adoptee’s right to know and a human
rights issue. The South Korean government has called for legal assistance and a
thorough investigation of paperwork to redefine overseas adoption as a history

to face, not just a history to hide.

This is a picture of a policy debate to revise the Special Adoption Act. As a
result of this effort, the adoption law was revised in 2012. The first overseas
adoption law was enacted in Korea in 1961. For the first time in 50 years since
the enactment of the law, a law that reflects the voice of adoptees was
enacted. This law is the first Korean adoption law to specify the principle of
protecting the original family and the right of adoptees to access adoption

information.
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WEEK 10 Korean Diaspora in International Adoptions

SIDSNIONNGE  International Adoption as Transnationalism

International Adoption as Transnationalism.
After this class, you will understand the history of Korean overseas adoption
from a world history perspective. And you will be able to analyze Korean

adoptees’ organizations and movements in Korea through transnationalism.

Do you remember the first picture of the adoptive family you saw in the
lecture? It was a picture of white parents adopting children of color. Among
Korean adoptees, there were cases where they moved back to the adoption
country after movements of social participation in Korea and continued political
activities related to adoption. So they questioned the conventional view that
international adoption is a good deed that transcends race and helps children in
the world’s troubled environment. As a representative example, let’s take a look

at the work of Jane Jin Kaisen, a Danish Korean adoptee writer.

It's called “The Andersons,” which means Anderson’s family. In this work,
Kaisen wrote about a Korean American couple that adopted the white child of a
Danish single mother. She produced various video and photographic works.
Through this, the artist could see through the pictures that the race order
between the adopted child and the adoptive parent was reversed. This
subversion was intended to emphasize that in international adoption, children are
moving one—way from non—Western countries to Western countries and from
developing countries to developed countries. And even further, through this
work, she wanted to tell the adoption countries that international adoption is a
kind of privilege that only the very wealthy individuals of Western society can
enjoy, which deprives many poor families and single mothers of child rearing in

non—Western countries.

Today, Korean adoptees form communities across national borders and are
engaged in a wide variety of activities to transform society not only in Korea
but also in the adoptee countries. Their transnational activities give us an
opportunity to rethink the way we generally understand society, such as

citizens/non—citizens, natives/immigrants, and countries of birth/settlement.
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